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orders are enjoined to subscribe, by that statute: and because an Archdeacon must be in those orders, therefore he must likewise subscribe, &c. And as he has a jurisdiction in certain cases, so for the better exercising the same, he has power to keep a court, which is called the Court of the Archdeacon, or his Commissary; and this he may hold in any place within his Archdeacomy, and there he may determine spiritual causes; but such judgment is not" final, for there lies an appeal from his sentence to the Bishop of the diocese, and not to the Arches, because the Archdeacon's power was derived from the Bishop, and therefore his acts must be subordinate to him. There is an officer belonging to this court, called a Registrar, whose office concerns the administration of justice, and therefore the Archdeacon cannot by law take any money for granting it, if he does the office will be forfeited to the Queen, and not to the Bishop; that is, the grant is void, and because the Archdeacon has by this means disabled himself, therefore the power to supply the office is devolved upon the Queen as supreme Ordinary.
ARCHES, COURT OF. The Court of Arches, which subsisted long before the time of Henry the Second, (Conset. 4.) is a court of appeal, belonging to the Archbishop of Canterbury, whereof the judge is called the Dean of Arches, because he anciently held his court in the church of St. Mary-le-Bow: (Sancta Maria de arcubus) though all the spiritual courts are now holden at Doctors' Commons.
ARCHPRIEST, or ARCHIPRESBYTER. An ancient title of distinction, corresponding to our title Rural Dean, revived, under most unhappy pretensions, among the Romanists of England, in the year 1598. These men finding themselves without Bishops, importuned the Pope Clement VIII, to supply their need: but instead of sending them, as they desired, a number of Bishops, he gave them but one ecclesiastical superior, Robert Blackwell, who after all was merely a priest; an Archpriest, indeed, he was called, but as such having no episcopal power. In (he early times this title was given to the chief presbyter in each church, presiding over the church next under the Bishop, and taking care of all things relating to the church in the